Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Agenda

February 21st, 2024
7-8:30 pm

ZOOM Meeting
1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:11pm by Chair Peter Hughes. Attendees included; Pat Young, Chris Frey, Gail Reynolds, Peter Hughes, Bernie Gillis, and Caroline Stanton, Intern. 
2. Administration 
a. Minutes 12-20-23: Motion by Bernie G., seconded by Chris F. to approve December 20, 2023 minutes. Gail R. abstaining. 
b. Expenses and Contributions: Pat Y. reviewed general expenses and contributions. She is reaching out to East Hampton and Hebron about increasing their contributions, as Columbia, Marlborough, East Haddam  have added an increase. She reported that 23-24 billing has been sent out, and the checks are expected soon. Peter H. added that Marlborough will be increasing their contribution to $6,500 for next year.
c. Accomplishments and MS-4 report: Pat Y. stated that the 2023 MS-4 and Accomplishments reports have been sent out to the 5 MS-4 towns.  
d. Annual newsletter: Pat Y. thanked everyone who sent an article and asked if anyone had ideas for one more. She brought up Silivo O. Conte or sustainability in Colchester as options. Peter H. stated that he thought the Silvio O. Conte refuge would be a good article.
3. Partner updates 

a. Hebron: Chris F. updated the board on the 115-acre O’Connor property that had been closed on 2 weeks ago and noted that it does not have any formal trails yet. Pat Y. suggested that Chris F. talk to Bernie G. about trail blazing and mentioned that the Eightmile Wild & Scenic River Watershed hosts a chainsaw training class that he may be able to join if there was room. 
b. East Haddam: Bernie G. reported that the town voted to purchase the Kronberg Property and reapprove a 5 million bond that will be used for future open space. 
c. Haddam: Gail R. noted there was nothing to report. Pat Y. added that Silvio O. Conte may be acquiring new parcels in the refuge. Bernie G. asked about any Airline Trail updates. Gail R. reported that East Hampton did get a 4 million grant. 
d. Marlborough: Peter H. stated that the town is working on blazing new trails in the 57-acre parcel on Odgen Lord and noted that there is some debate whether they’re going to blaze to South Rd. He also noted new trails are being worked on behind the school. Pat Y. asked about mapping whether there are any plans for a trail grant for Blackledge Green Trail to extend.  
4. SRWP project/activity update
a. Watershed Management Plan: Pat Y. stated that she met with TNC about a potential future watershed management plan for SRWP through Long Island Sound Future Funds. She also discussed potentially designating it Wild & Scenic and that the Conservation District would consider agreeing to be the fiscal agent. She will ask CT RC&D also about being the fiscal agent for a possible grant. Chris F. asked about the match funds. Peter H. thought that this is the direction we need to go in.  
b. Webinar Funding: Pat Y. discussed a webinar on funding opportunities for  fish passages for crossings, bridges, and culverts with TNC.
c. Monitoring Projects: Data and reports: Pat Y. reported that a conductivity logger was lost at Lyman Brook and once flows are lower it will be checked again. Bernie G. offered his help to find it. Chris F. noted that a bridge is going to be constructed at the Hebron library where a logger is and that it will need to be moved.  
d. Outreach & Ed

i. Upcoming Events: Pat Y. updated the board on events coming up including MapleFest, SpringFling, and aquatic species invasive training in East Haddam with Eightmile and Salmon groups. The invasive species has a limit of 40 people so they will try to reserve at least a few seats for each town group that is interested. Bernie G. stated he will be going to SpringFling and Pat Y. said she will ask if anyone else is interested.  
e. Other Projects

i. RT 16-East Hampton (Colchester line): Pat Y. noted that her comments were sent out and has heard nothing back yet.
ii. Salmon River State Forest Management Plan: Pat Y. noted that her comments were sent out.

iii. Colchester and East Haddam Sustainability/Climate Response Planning: Pat Y. reported that she and Caroline S. are getting files together to send to East Haddam and Colchester. 
iv. Watershed Recreation and Open Space Map: Update: Caroline S. reported that she sent out the list of properties to everyone for feedback. Pat Y. suggested that people send the list to those who have information to review it. 
5. Other Business: None to report.
6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:13pm.
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