Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
December 20, 2023
7-8:30 pm

ZOOM Meeting
1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Vice Chair Brian O’Connell. Attendees included; Brian O'Connell, Ron Wikholm, Bernie Gillis, Tess Lundgren, Chris Frey, Phil Gaudreau, Peter Hughes (7:10pm), John Barnkowski (7:10pm) and Pat Young, Watershed Coordinator and Caroline Stanton, Intern.
2. Administration 
a. Minutes 10-25-23: Motion by Phil G., seconded by Tess L. to approve October 25, 2023 minutes.  Ron W. and Bernie G. abstaining.
b. Expenses and Contributions: Pat Y. reviewed general expenses and anticipated contributions. She will reach out to a few towns to verify amounts before billing.  She will also work with Peter H. and Brian O. to craft an ask for the upcoming budget.
c. Long-Term Vision Plan: See update under Town Leader Meeting
d. Accomplishments and MS-4 report: Pat Y. and Caroline S. are working these two reports to go out in January.
e. Town Leader Meeting: Pat Y., Peter H. and Brian O. reported on the town leader meeting earlier in the month.  They felt it was successful and that towns continue to be supportive.  Highlights of the Long-Term Visioning Plan were shared and Peter H. made a point of recommending continued funding support and incremental increases to continue project services. Brian O. shared his perspective as a town official of the importance of collaboration between towns. Eric Thomas of CT DEEP spoke about the value of SRWP for DEEP programs and how it facilitates a valuable working relationship.  Emily Hadzopolus of The Nature Conservancy spoke about the importance of the watershed and how it is considered one of the most resilient watersheds in the face of climate change because of the collaboration of towns.  
3. Partner updates

a. Marlborough: Peter H. updated the board on a 57 acre parcel where a new trail is being blazed.
b. Hebron: Brian noted that the O’Connor parcel which received an OSWA grant has not been closed on yet but expected in next few months.

c. East Haddam: Bernie G. reported that the town of East Haddam was moving forward on a vote to purchase a 96 acre parcel near the East Haddam Middle School and also a vote on reauthorizing a 5 million dollar bond for open space. He also noted that the town is working on a Village Master Plan to aid traffic flow and implement sidewalks and plantings.  And finally the town is seeking a Recreational Trail Grant connecting senior housing through the Golet parcel.
d. Haddam: Phil G. noted that there was not much new to report on the Silvio O. Conte front.

e. Colchester Land Trust: John B. stated the Land Trust had put off its December meeting.  It is focusing on trying to raise funds.
f. Columbia: Ron W. indicated that a few changes needed to be made to the Open Space map as part of the Mono Pond-Wellswood parcel areas. He and Pat Y. wil connect after the meeting.
g. Lebanon: Tess L. noted there was nothing to report for Lebanon.

h. DEEP: Pat Y. and Peter H. reported on their meeting with Erik Bedan regarding DEEP representation after Eric Thomas’s retirement.  DEEP stated that they had it under review and would be back in touch.

4. SRWP project/activity update (as time permits)
a. Monitoring Projects: Data and reports: Pat Y. reported that they will be working on getting the summer monitoring report out. Caroline S. noted that the fall RBV (stream assessment) data sheets and insect vouchers have been submitted to the state.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Previous Events: Pat Y. updated the board on recent programming and events.
c. Other Projects

i. RT 16-East Hampton (Colchester line): Pat Y. reported that she had reviewed plans, attended an informational meeting and submitted comments on behalf of SRWP for the DOT RT 16 Bridge reconstruction project on the East Hamton-Colchester line.
ii. Open Space Mapping updates/Grants: No new requests at the moment
iii. Watershed Recreation and Open Space Map: Caroline S. has been working on the map and a list of properties with
5. Other Business: 2024 meeting dates below were reviewed and approved
6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm
2024 Meeting Dates (third Wednesday of the month)

February 21, 2024


April 17, 2024
June 19, 2024



August 21, 2024

October 16, 2024


December 18, 2024

Submitted by: Patricia Young

